Member Letter to Senators: Support for FY2027 EDA Partnership Planning Funding
A sample letter asking a senator to support the proposed $36 million for EDA Partnership Planning in the Senate's FY2027 CJS bill. Edit the bracketed text, delete the instructions, and send.
Before you send
· Replace every [bracketed field]. Local details, such as your region's counties, recent CEDS work, and projects your planning staff supported, make the letter more useful to the senator's staff.
· Send one letter to each of your state's two senators, through the senator's website contact form or by email to the staff member who handles commerce and appropriations issues.
· Keep the letter to one page, and delete this section before sending.
· Optional: send a copy to NADO at policy@nado.org so we can track outreach.
Letter
[Organization letterhead]
[Date]
The Honorable [Senator's full name]
United States Senate
[Office building and room number]
Washington, DC 20510
Re: Support for $36 million for EDA Partnership Planning in the FY2027 Commerce, Justice, Science appropriations bill
Dear Senator [Last name]:
[Organization name] serves [number] counties and municipalities in [state] as the [Economic Development District / regional development organization] designated by the U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA). Thank you for your service to [state] and for the Appropriations Committee's work on the FY2027 funding bills. [Optional, if the senator serves on the Committee: As a Committee member, you play a direct role in these decisions.]
I am writing to ask for your support for the $36 million that the Senate's FY2027 Commerce, Justice, Science bill proposes for EDA's Partnership Planning program. That amount is $1.5 million above the FY2026 enacted level of $34.5 million. I respectfully ask that you support this level as the bill moves forward and in any final FY2027 funding legislation.
Partnership Planning funds support planning organizations like ours in more than 400 Economic Development Districts nationwide. We use these funds to develop and update our region's Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS), to convene local governments, businesses, and community partners, and to help communities prepare competitive applications for federal programs. Because a CEDS is a prerequisite for EDA Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance investments, planning is the pre-investment step that helps communities be ready to use those funds well.
[Local example: In two or three sentences, describe what Partnership Planning funding supports in your region. For example: staff time for your CEDS, a recent project your planning work helped move forward, grants you helped local governments secure, or the share of your planning budget that EDA funds. Include a figure if you can.]
The proposed increase would help planning organizations keep pace with the cost of this work as they support communities across [state]. Maintaining the Senate's proposed level through final enactment would also give regional organizations more certainty as they plan for the year ahead.
Thank you for considering this request. I would welcome the chance to speak with you or your staff, or to show you our work in [region]. I can be reached at [phone] or [email].
Sincerely,
[Name]
[Title]
[Organization]
[Phone] | [Email]

