
Recovering from
Weather-Related

Disasters:
Lessons from Hurricane Helene



Rising Above Helene:
Western North Carolina’s

Journey to Recovery

https://www.risingabovehelene.com/


North Carolina Councils of Government 



Estimated rainfall totals from Helene 



A total of 55 Search and
Rescue (SAR) teams are

operating in WNC.  

121 survivors have been assisted
while 165 survivors have been
 evacuated and 132 have been

rescued.  

3 mass feeding sites that
deliver across 10 counties are
expected to serve 42,130 hot

meals today. 

343 ambulances and 705
EMS personnel have been

deployed. 

Fatality management
planning is ongoing. 

Situational Report from October 2, 2025 



About 9,200 total utility 
crews are responding. 

The distribution of temporary
information technology and

satellite communication devices
is ongoing.

At least 456 roads remain
closed. 

Federal response teams have
begun initial hazardous
materials assessments. 

142 water systems are under boil
water advisories. 

 69 systems currently have no power. 

3 systems are operating on
backup power. 

47 systems are completely out of water. 



Map of the 2,000 landslides that occurred   



Immediate Response



Satellite image of power outages
from Helene 



Intermediate and ongoing response



Map of NC FEMA-designated counties   
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