
Not Enough by Itself: How 
Mitigation & Adaptation 

Strategies Can Work Together
Elizabeth Baxter, Resiliency Planning Manager



Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission

• Voluntary Association of 
member governments
– Transportation 

Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO)

– Regional Planning 
Commission (RPC)

– Areawide Water Quality 
Planning Agency

• Since 1964, 100+ members





DECK TITLE

SASAKI 2

On May 27, 2019 nineteen tornadoes ranging from F 0 to F4 
struck the Dayton Region spanning across three counties.

The storms left nearly 6,000 properties damaged, and of
these, over 1,200 had major damage or were destroyed. The 
tornados disproportionately impacted low-income 
neighborhoods where many residents were uninsured or 
underinsured.

Regional Coordination in Disaster Recovery



Resiliency Planning

• In 2023 MVRPC began to 
focus on resiliency planning.

• Members indicated they did 
not want a traditional plan, 
rather a tool to help them 
plan for their community 
needs.



New Opportunity, Broader Work

From the Inflation Reduction Act
• $3M per state; $1M per 

metro area (top 79)
– Emissions inventory and 

projections
– Regional goals and 

strategies
– Benefits analysis
– Workforce planning

Federal planning grant adds 
two new dimensions
• New sectors – beyond 

transportation emissions
• New emissions – include 

carbon emissions



• Communities are doing one or the other, but pairing both 
efforts leads to a safer and more resilient region supporting 
smart development.

Mitigation Adaptation

Tools to Support Mitigation & Adaptation



Regional Resiliency Guidebook & Toolkit



Sustainability Solutions Group | MVRPC

Community-First Energy Plan Recommendations 



Building Long Term Resilience
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Building Long Term Resilience

Economic and 
environmental risks 
facing communities
(short, medium, and 
long-term) 

Community assets, 
strengths, and current 
actions

Incremental changes to 
build capacity using  
current dynamics

Integrated mitigation 
and adaptation 
strategies to build 
community resilience 

Implications from 
broader contextual 
changes 

Integrated community 
planning
planning and zoning 
changes 

Learning from other 
communities 

Community-First Plan 
and Resilience 
Guidebook-MVRPC 
Tools



Community Workshops

● What economic and environmental risks do you perceive 
impacting your communities within the context of climate 
change?
- Currently, short-term, long-term



Many Benefits



We Need Both
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