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Questions and Engagement

 



ARGONNE AND NERRC OVERVIEW



ABOUT US
Argonne is Part of the Department of Energy National Laboratory Complex



NATIONAL ECONOMIC RESEARCH & 
RESILIENCE CENTER (NERRC)

We provide innovative and 

transparent economic data 

access, research, and analysis 

to support and strengthen 

economic development and 

resilience in communities 

across the nation.

About Us
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Find us at: https://www.anl.gov/dis/national-economic-research-resilience-center 
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TOOLS AND MODELS

National Economic 

Resilience Data 

Explorer

Baseline economic context

Assessment of county-level 

capacity, strengths, and 

opportunities for investment

Economic 

Development 

Capacity Index

Economic Performance 

and Government 

Revenue Indices

Near-real time measures of 

economic activity



RETURN ON INVESTMENT



▪ Expectation 

—Calculated baseline, change, and 

forecast

—Easy access of uniform data

—Established geography for data 

collection

▪ Reality

—Data lags create difficulty in 

establishing change and forecast

—Difficult to access consistent data 

over time

—Unclear lines of impact radius

DIFFICULTY OF ROI CALCULATIONS 



TOOLS FOR CALCULATING ROI
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TOOLS AND MODELS

National Economic 

Resilience Data 

Explorer

Baseline economic context

Assessment of county-level 

capacity, strengths, and 

opportunities for investment

Economic 

Development 

Capacity Index

Economic Performance 

and Government 

Revenue Indices

Near-real time measures of 

economic activity



NATIONAL ECONOMIC RESILIENCE DATA 

EXPLORER (NERDE)
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▪ Clearinghouse for economic 

development data

▪ Designed with data pain points in 

mind for communities applying for 

grants, planning for the future, looking 

to encourage entrepreneurship and 

attract business

▪ Data available at the State, Economic 

Development District, County, and 

Tract level 

NATIONAL ECONOMIC RESILIENCE DATA 
EXPLORER (NERDE)



Grant Applications

Comprehensive 

Economic Development 

Strategies

Site Selection and 

Attraction

Research
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USE CASES

Area Fact Sheets

Economic Development 

Capacity Index

Distress Statistics 

Generator

Data Explorer Tool

Community Buy-in

Disaster Recovery



TODAY’S EXAMPLES

Establishing a baseline 

- Pinpointing areas of distress or 
special need

- Mapping supporting capacities

Defining key capacity areas

- Creating narrative for future 
return

- Establishing metrics of success

Evaluating change 

- Understanding local 

revenue impacts

- Preparing for future change



SPECIFICS



MAUI, HAWAII
Lahaina Wildfires 2023

Percent rent burden

- 102 lives lost

- Existing housing burden was exacerbated

- Required expedited planning and permitting



MORA & SAN MIGUEL, NEW MEXICO
Hermit’s Peak/Calf Canyon Fires 2022

▪ Severe economic impact to an area 

with a significant grey economy

▪ Exacerbated regional population 

decline and economic disparity



GENERAL USE



EVALUATING CHANGE 
Key metrics available in NERDE

Data Requested Where to find in NERDE

Jobs created, retained, or lost Internal

Businesses created, retained, or lost Available Jan 2026

Average wages by sector or position Industry Trends; Wage Location Quotient

Labor Force Participation Rate Workforce; Workforce Summary

County GDP Local Economy; County Economic 

Performance Index

Primary sectors, industries, businesses Local Economy; Top industries by GDP, Top 

industries by Employment

Unemployment rate Summary; 24 Month Unemployment

Change in tax base Local Economy; Local Government Revenue 

Vulnerability Index



BASELINE DATA
Overview



CAPACITY AREAS

▪ Capacity in NERDE 

—Data explorer tool, start 

with the EDCI Summary 

to dive into data

▪ Capacity in EDCI 

— A quick snapshot of 

capacity over time

— Ability to compare 

counties 

Overview



EDCI

CAPACITY AREAS



EVALUATING CHANGE 

▪ County Economic Performance 

Index and State and Local 

Revenue Vulnerability Index

▪ Risk and Resilience Disaster 

Declarations



QUESTIONS?



USING ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI)

▪ Uploading Area Fact Sheets from 

NERDE can help with AI 

“hallucinations” common with Census 

queries

—Gives the chatbot a place to start

— Assures data quality for queries

Using NERDE for your AI queries
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THANK YOU!
Contact us: turnera@anl.gov | nerrc@anl.gov

mailto:turnera@anl.gov
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