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Preparing for and Benefitting from Clean 

Energy Development



Every community is a host community 

in the clean energy future

• Every community in the U.S. has an 

economically valuable local renewable energy 

resource

• Every community faces energy resource 

development that should align with community 

plans and priorities

• Community benefits are the community’s 

choice: the energy development market will not 

deliver you what you want, unless you ask for it



Principles for Energy Ready 

Comprehensive Planning

✓ Identify and define local solar energy 

resources, 

✓ Acknowledge solar development benefits 

and desired co-benefits,

✓ Identify solar development opportunities 

and conflicts in the community,

✓ Set solar development targets or goals.
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Principles for Solar-Ready Zoning

✓ Explicitly recognize and address the 

different forms/uses of solar development, 

✓ Create by-right installation opportunities,

✓ Set clear and predictable standards that 

balance solar resources and development 

with other resources and land uses,

✓ Enable capture of desired local co-benefits,

✓ Maintain consistency with regional best 

practices.



Energy Ready Programs

The only national program offering clean energy 

technical assistance and training to every local 

government.

• 650 local governments have been certified

• 1,000s of local governments have participated in 

training, received technical assistance, and accessed 

Energy Ready guidance

• 12 states collaborate with the program through energy, 

climate or sustainability programs 

• Dozens of state-based NGOs partner to deliver 

resources and technical assistance

• Dozens of partnerships with clean energy industry 

and private sector companies



Resources for Navigating the 

Clean Energy Future

American Planning Association

• Solar@ Scale (with ICMA)

• Battery storage guidance (with GPI)

American Farmland Trust

• Smart Solar Standards

• Solar soil health guide

National Renewable Energy Lab

• PV-SMaRT (with GPI)

• InSPIRE and AGRI-Tech (with AFT)
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