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‘Complete streets is an approach to 
planning, designing and building streets 
that enables safe access for all users, 
including pedestrians, bicyclists, 
motorists, and transit riders of all ages 
and abilities.’

-Smart Growth America



These are best summarized as local resolutions describing the existing 
conditions that are not desirable, what an improved future would look like, and 
how this would meet the needs of residents.

- Improved safety
- Improved access and options for non-automobile users
- Other improvements that meet identified needs

Challenges arise in the level of commitment intended, written, and exhibited.

Planning has to include more than streets and sidewalks.

Statements of Intent, Desire, and 
Commitment

Planning



Google Street View
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Smart Growth America - Lexington KY



What would work best to address the issues you’ve identified, or to create the 
environment you want to see?

There are no general legal requirements for Complete Streets. 

There are recognitions given by FHWA to the use of Complete Streets design 
considerations that local jurisdictions can utilize.

What would improvements look like?

Designing



https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/design/altstandards/index.cfm
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NACTO – Urban Street Design Guide – Street Design Principles

https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/streets/street-design-principles/


U.S. Dept. of Transp. – FHWA – Small Town and Rural Multimodal Networks

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/small_towns/fhwahep17024_lg.pdf


Some implementation can happen prior to full project selection and funding. Pop-
ups and demonstrations are excellent ways to ‘test drive’ a project to gather 
support or identify concerns. 

Quick build, small investment projects can create significant impact and generate 
information – before committing. 

Effective Complete Streets policies will create a path toward future projects. 

Creating the desired environment

Implementing



Montgomery County Planning – Montgomery Maryland.



South Bend, Indiana



Marietta, Ohio



Bethlehem, New Hampshire
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