Example Template: How to Submit a Programmatic Funding Request
to your Senators and Representatives for FY 2027 Appropriations

Step 1: Ask your Senator or Representative how you can submit a “Programmatic Funding Request” for the FY 2027 Appropriations cycle. Many members of Congress have portals on their websites, or they may accept requests via a template and/or via email.

Step 2: Use this template as a guide when submitting this request to your Senator’s or Representative’s office. Specifically, NADO asks that our membership submit Programmatic Funding Requests for EDA Partnership Planning funding 


Programmatic Funding Request Form – FY 2027 Appropriations

1) Organization Completing Application: 
Organization Name: Write your Regional Development Organization’s name here 
Mailing Address: Your organization’s mailing address 
Physical Address (if different): Your organization’s address 

2) Contact person(s) in organization:
Name/Title: Your name
Phone number: Your organization’s phone number
Email Address: Your email address 

3) Lobbyist or other representative(s), if applicable:
Name: Mirielle Burgoyne, National Association of Development Organizations
Phone number: 202.921.4443
Email Address: mburgoyne@nado.org

4) Appropriations Bill/Subcommittee (check one):

	
	Agriculture and Related Agencies

	    X
	Commerce, Justice, and Science

	
	Defense 

	
	Energy and Water Development

	
	Financial Services

	
	Homeland Security

	
	Interior and Environment

	
	Labor, HHS, and Education

	
	Legislative Branch

	
	Military Construction and Veterans’ Affairs

	
	State and Foreign Operations

	
	Transportation and HUD 





5) Request Type 
___ Program
__X_ Funding Request
___ Bill Language
___ Report Language

5) Describe the problem or issue to be addressed through this request. Please include as many details as possible, and explain why the problem cannot be addressed without this appropriation.

[bookmark: _Hlk160683090][bookmark: _Hlk190706078]Although EDA’s current overall annual appropriation level is 40% higher than it was five years ago, funds for local EDA Partnership Planning funds have increased by less than 5% within the same timeframe. This places an increasingly heavy administrative burden on the very same core local stakeholders that EDA is designed to support, by overburdening local communities with implementation responsibilities without providing enough funding for project planning and implementation, and without sufficient staff capacity. As a result, EDDs are under pressure to administer and manage high volumes of projects and to fulfill federally mandated responsibilities without sufficient support.
EDA “Partnership Planning” has either been held level or only increased incrementally in recent years. Congress should increase the EDA “Partnership Planning” program to at least $110 million in FY 2027 appropriations legislation. This is the authorized funding level that was authorized in the Water Resources Development Act (Senate Bill 4367). Title II of the legislation, the Economic Development Reauthorization Act of 2024, reauthorized the EDA. Congressional appropriators should provide appropriated funding for EDA that is equivalent to authorized amounts in FY 2027.
8) Describe the project or program, what it will do and why it is necessary. Describe the services and products that will be provided and the reasons for your request. 

Economic Development Districts (EDDs) are local community-based organizations that station economic development professionals in towns and regions across the country. EDDs help their towns implement local economic development projects, leverage private sector funding, broker deals with companies and industry partners, and facilitate the creation of jobs for American workers. EDDs are supported in part by funding from the U.S. Department of Commerce Economic Development Administration (EDA). Although EDDs have been one of EDA’s most important core local stakeholders since EDA’s inception in 1965, their funding level has barely increased in well over a decade.

EDA “Partnership Planning” funding supports local Economic Development District organizations. Currently, each individual EDD only receives about $70,000 per year, to carry out EDA-mandated planning processes and other local economic development activities. This amount is barely enough to cover one full-time staff person who is tasked with overseeing the EDA-mandated Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) development process, leading the public input process, assisting local community stakeholders with EDA funding applications, implementing community-based projects, and conducting other planning and local government advisory services. A typical EDD covers numerous counties, cities, and towns, so one staff person covering this entire region is already stretched very thin. The dollar amount that each EDD receives from EDA has not meaningfully increased in well over a decade. Furthermore, in order to receive this annual amount, EDDs must provide matching funds. 

9) Requested Funding Action (check only one)
__X_ Support Total Funding Level of __$110,000,000 for EDA Partnership Planning_________________
___ Support the Enacted Level 

10) FY27 Funding Request (the amount you are requesting): ____$110,000,000__________________
       FY27 President’s Budget Request for this account: ________N/A______________

11) If Language Request, provide requested language and indicate whether it is bill language, report language or both: Please keep language as short and concise as possible.

N/A

12) Provide previously enacted funding levels. Key: PB (President’s Budget), HAC (House Appropriations Committee reported level), SAC (Senate Appropriations Committee reported level), CONF (Final Appropriations Conference Report) 

	
	PB
	HAC
	SAC
	CONF

	FY 2026
	0
	Not specified
	$35.5 million
	$34.5 million




13) Department (if applicable):	

U.S. Department of Commerce; Economic Development Administration; Partnership Planning Grants

14) Agency and Point of Contact you’ve been in contact with about your request (as applicable outside of Defense requests): 
N/A

15) Account, agency subdivision, program, activity, etc., through which this project would be funded: 

Economic Development Administration; Partnership Planning Grants

16) If this request received Congressional appropriations in previous years, please list the fiscal year and provide the exact report or bill language as appeared in most recent House, Senate, or Conference report:

Annual programmatic line for “Partnership Planning Grants” within EDA apportionment in Commerce, Justice, and Science appropriations report language 

17) Is this request being submitted to other Members? If so, please provide the name of each Member to whom you submitted this same request:  

Various

18) Other relevant information or comment?  
Please attach separate sheets as needed.

Provide NADO fact sheet: https://www.nado.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/EDA-Partnership-Planning-Appropriations-Fact-Sheet-FY-2027-Final.pdf

