


    
  or decades, artists and creative workers have been involved in planning and
economic development. One of the most notable initiatives tying the arts to
economic development was the Work Projects Administration as part of President
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal. Thousands of creative workers across the
country built sculptures, developed literacy projects, and gave performances. The
program hired thousands of artists who completed over 2,500 murals and over
17,000 public sculptures.

By the turn of the twenty-first century, arts and culture industries outperformed
other key economic industries such as construction and utilities. A National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) report summarizing data collected through the U.S.
Arts and Cultural Production Satellite Account, a joint effort between the NEA and
the Bureau of Economic Analysis, highlighted that in 2022 the arts and culture
sector added $1.1 trillion in value to the U.S. economy. In addition, arts events tend
to create ripple effects for the local economy, boosting small business. 
 
Economic Development Districts (EDDs) can play an important role in promoting
arts and culture throughout the regions they serve. These regional organizations
are uniquely positioned to facilitate arts and culture initiatives for economic
development in a variety of ways. This resource highlights ways EDDs can
leverage their organizational expertise and partnerships to support arts and
culture-based economic development in local communities and throughout a
region.

Creating Thriving Regions through Arts and Culture:  Tips and Considerations for EDDs

In the most recent Arts and Economic Prosperity report from
Americans for the Arts, survey respondents demonstrated the
significance of arts and cultural events in other ways:
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https://www.brooklinema.gov/2421/Brookline-Art-Makes-Community-BAMC
https://www.brooklinema.gov/2421/Brookline-Art-Makes-Community-BAMC
https://www.piercecountywa.gov/466/1-for-the-Arts-Program
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https://www.networksnorthwest.org/community/arts-and-culture/
https://nwmiarts.org/
https://www.networksnorthwest.org/userfiles/filemanager/5577/
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This resource is offered through the Economic Development District Community of Practice (EDD CoP),
managed by the NADO Research Foundation to build the capacity of the national network of EDDs. To learn
more, visit: www.nado.org/EDDCoP. The EDD CoP is made possible through an award from the U.S.
Economic Development Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce (ED22HDQ3070106). The
statements, findings, conclusions, and recommendations in this resource are those of the author(s) and do
not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Economic Development Administration or the U.S. Department
of Commerce.

Photos in this resource were
captured and provided by NADO
Research Fellow Dan Deutsch.

This case study was written by NADO Research Foundation Graduate Research Fellow Dan Deutsch.
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