
Webinar #3 
Self-Supporting Entrepreneurship

September 18, 2025  

https://nado.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b0189526f2095bb42fa900e9&id=4f136cbfc4&e=c9ae855665


More info at:  www.nado.org/EDDCoP
This webinar is offered through the Economic Development District Community of Practice (EDD CoP), managed by the NADO Research Foundation to build the capacity of 
the national network of EDDs. To learn more, visit: www.nado.org/EDDCoP. The EDD CoP is made possible through an award from the U.S. Economic Development 
Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce (ED22HDQ3070106). The statements, findings, conclusions, and recommendations in this webinar are those of the speakers 
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Economic Development Administration or the U.S. Department of Commerce.



Visit:  www.nado.org/EDDCoP 

http://www.nado.org/EDDCoP


Learn more about our virtual peer learning 
groups at:  https://www.nado.org/copgroups/

https://www.nado.org/copgroups/


Join us in Salt Lake City, UT on October 14-17, 2025!   
More info at:  https://www.nado.org/2025atc/ 

https://www.nado.org/2025atc/


https://www.nado.org/subscribe/



All Recordings and Slides Will Be Available Tomorrow!  

https://nado.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b0189526f2095bb42fa900e9&id=4f136cbfc4&e=c9ae855665
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Self-supporting Entrepreneurship
Photo Norfolk Lavendar Farm backroom tour, by Becky McCray



There are 
entrepreneurs in 

small towns.

They just don’t look like 
they used to.



Old Way: Make it hard and make it the same

New Way: Don’t go it alone

Photo by Deb Brown



Old Way: formal classes

Photo by Becky McCray



Entrepreneurs support 
each other

• Get together informally
• Mix of attendees
• Chance to reflect



Get together informally 
with a mix of attendees

Photo from unsplash



The best part is the interaction. 

Why not just do that part? 



Photo  by Deb Brown

Point of Need Learning



Backroom Tours for Business Owners

Photo via Charisma Charisma FB



Wine and advice on an as needed basis

Photo by Deb Brown



Peer gatherings



Adults learn by reflecting 
on their experiences

Photo by Becky McCray

Photo by David Hinkle on unsplash



Connect people to people for innovation
 
 

Photo from unsplash



Message groups

Photo by Kristine Kelly



Facebook groups

Photo at IOM dinner



Artists in Jackson 
County, KY

Photos by Greg Lakes



Connect people to resources for next steps
Photo by Red Lodge Chamber



Networking Events

Photo Courtesy of Norfolk County



Business Fairs

Photo Courtesy of Michele Robles



Niche Business fairs

Courtesy of Washington State Extension

Photo via Washington State Extension Service



Business Resource Night
Photo by Deb Brown



Holiday Markets

Photo from Kennett Square 
Collaborative Facebook page



Just In Time Training

Photo by Becky McCray



Youth Projects

Photo Courtesy of Norfolk County, Ontario



Places that help 
entrepreneurs 
support each 
other

Shared space
Mix of businesses
Chance to reflect

Photo by Deb Brown



Coworking

Photo from Build website



Arts Maker 
Spaces

Photo by Discover Oklahoma



Photos courtesy of Forest County EDC

Market Village



Local makers 
expanded
Attracted branch 

businesses

Local makers expanded

Photos by Deb Brown



Old Geezers



The Corner Spot

Photo from www.thecornerspotashland.com



Small steps

Failure is ok
Flex and adapt

Photo from unsplash



Failure is not a reason to quit

Photo by Deb Brown



Try a new location
Photo by Deb Brown



Flex and Adapt

Photo by Deb Brown



Three basic principles:  
Gather your crowd: 
Entrepreneurs support each other

Build connections : 
people to people and people to resources

Take small steps: 
failure is a chance to adapt





Thank you 

Deb Brown
deb@saveyour.town

BuildingPossibility.com/BuytheBook

SaveYour.Town/idea-friendly-creed/

mailto:deb@saveyour.town
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