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Learn more about our virtual peer learning 
groups at:  https://www.nado.org/copgroups/
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Tiny, Temporary, 
Together, Traveling, Tech 

by Deb Brown

Innovative Rural 
Business Models

Photos by Deb Brown



More accessible business 
formats

New ways of doing 
business

Smaller-scale market tests

Adapt to any size 
community

Pull down the barriers to 
entry 

A Roadmap for Change

Photo by Nick



Hard 
Way

Photo by Becky McCray

Find:
-building 
-product 
-funding 
-suppliers 
-staff 



Easier Way

Photo by Deb Brown



That's the purpose of the innovative rural business 
models. 

They put you in a much better position to succeed or 
to fail in a manageable way.  



Tiny



All AgesPhoto by Deb Brown
Photo by Deb Brown

Tiny business 
inside 
a tiny business



Photo via Rose Ellis Facebook Page

Tiny Spaces 
Can Change Lives



Tiny Sheds

Photo by Austin Moore

Inexpensive
Incubators
Easy to modify
Portable
Lots of purposes



Tiny Sheds: 
Artist 

Shanties

Photo (CC) by Jeffrey Grandy 



Tiny Sheds: Kingman, KS The Binyard
Photo from Binyard Facebook page



Tiny Table
Photo from Binyard Facebook page



Tiny: Shed in a Parking Lot

Photo by Becky McCray



Photo by Julia McCray

Tiny: Sheds Mean You Can Stop Waiting



Tiny Market Village

Photo Forest County ED



Photos via Anchor Square Facebook page

Tiny: Enhance Economic Equity



Tiny: 
Fill Your Pipeline

Wealth through entrepreneurship
seeded new businesses

Photos via Anchor Square Facebook page



Things change
Doesn’t mean it failedPhotos via WLOX



Temporary

Photo by Deb Brown



Temporary: Pop-Ups

Test demand, marketing, sales strategies, pricing
Photo by Deb Brown



Temporary: Artisan Markets 
in a town with no buildings

Photo via Zuni Pueblo Main Street, Facebook



Temporary: 
Art on the Walls

Photo via Somayeh Kashi Art on Facebook

Cross pollination



Temporary: 
Displays in Empty Buildings

Photo by Becky McCray



Temporary: Simple Incubators

Photo by Deb Brown



Together



Together in One Location

Business inside a business

Photo by Deb Brown



Together: Small Shop Spaces

Photo by Becky McCray

Twisp, WA



Together: Grocery Store Owners Test A Restaurant Idea

Photo by Deb Brown



Traveling



Traveling: Recreation

Photo by Deb Brown



Traveling:
Services

Photo by Gary Stewart



Traveling: Old Way Skills

Mobile business Leo's Sharpening Service. Photo by Sue.



Tech Enabled
Photo by Deb Brown



Tech: Bottle Grenade

Photos via Deb Brown, Brad Martin

‘I had nothing to lose, really. I didn’t have 
any money in the Kickstarter project 
because it didn’t cost anything to get 
started. I called it the Bottle Grenade and 
set my goal for $2,500, and on day one, I 
got an email every minute it seemed. 

The project got to $7000 after three days, 
so we went out to eat to celebrate.”

Photo by Deb Brown



Tech: WTF

Photo by Brad Martin



Web designers 
writers 
programmers 
creative artists 
marketers 
consultants 
virtual assistants 

Tech: Rural Businesses

Photo by Becky McCray



Kettle Crack: Tiny and Tech

Photo via Shawn’s Facebook Page



Kettle Crack
Together

Photo via Shawn’s Facebook Page



Kettle Crack
Traveling

Photo via Shawn’s Facebook Page



Coffee time

Photo via Shawn’s Facebook Page



Thank you! 

www.BuildingPossibility.com/BuytheBook
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