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A 
growing 
regional 
economy

… 

…with 
good jobs 
and rising 
incomes … 

…for all, 
regardless 
of race or 

place
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We work on big issues to 
change attitudes and 

behaviors to enable the 
region to achieve its 

full economic potential 
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Issue area of focus: 
   The Geography of Jobs



Cuyahoga 
County ~1950

Population: 1.4 
million

Source:



Cuyahoga 
County ~2000

Population: 1.4 
million

Source:



Our Goal

To,
“Place 

matters for 
economic 
growth.”

From,
“Any job, 

anywhere.”



key takeaways



central question

As a business expands, how 
important is location to its ability to 
access talent, pursue racial equity, 
and operate sustainably?



1. The location of a site 
can lead to 
dramatically different 
results in access to 
talent and a diverse 
workforce.



2. Connections to transit infrastructure 
expands not only the size but also the racial 
diversity of the labor shed…and transit 
innovations can increase it even further.

Proportion of population that is Black/Latinx in rail-adjacent 
ZIP codes by public transit commute time to job hub



3. Selecting distant 
and transit-
disconnected sites 
shifts a significant 
cost burden onto 
workers and 
potentially increases 
turnover.



4. Commuting can be a significant contributor 
to greenhouse gas emissions that should be 
factored into environmental impact.



Our Goal

To,
“Place 

matters for 
economic 
growth.”

From,
“Any job, 

anywhere.”



From traditional site analysis…

Current decision drivers 



… to holistic site analysis



www.wherematters.us 
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From 
analysis to  

decision 
tool  

http://www.wherematters.us/
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Because where matters.

Northeast Ohio can be more competitive if 
growth is encouraged in places with the 
potential to deliver greater talent, equity 
and sustainability.



Contact: 
Bethia Burke
bburke@thefundneo.org
216.785.3975
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