
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Renaissance Seattle Hotel 

515 Madison Street | Seattle, WA 98104 
 

Thursday, March 23 
11:30 a.m.  Registration                                 Courtyard Foyer 
    
12:00 p.m.   Networking Lunch                                                             Federal  
 
12:30 – 12:45 p.m.  EDA Seattle and NADO Welcoming Remarks          Municipal/Superior 
• Sheba Person-Whitley, Regional Director, U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic Development 

Office, Seattle, WA 
• Chris Fetzer, President, NADO, and Executive Director, NACOG, Flagstaff, AZ 
• Joe McKinney, Executive Director, NADO, Washington, DC 
 
12:45 – 1:30 p.m.  EDA Seattle Regional Office State of the Region Report         
• Sheba Person-Whitley, Regional Director, U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic Development 

Office, Seattle, WA 
  
1:45 – 2:30 p.m.  Small Group Networking with EDA Economic Development Representatives 
 
2:45 – 3:45 p.m.  EDA Program Reporting Training:  

Economic Development Grants Experience (EDGE) 
• Lisa Lawler Colvin, Management and Program Analyst, U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic 

Development Administration, Washington, DC  
• Erika Ingram, Management and Program Analyst, U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic 

Development Administration, Washington, DC  
• Kristine Denzau, Management and Program Analyst, U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic 

Development Administration, Washington, DC  
 

3:45 – 4:30 p.m.  Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) Community of Practice 
• Tori Brown, Communities of Practice Coordinator, U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic 

Development Administration, Washington DC 
• Chuck Depew, Senior Director, National Development Council, Seattle, WA 
• Toni Stinnett, Assistant Director, National Development Council, Seattle, WA 
• Melissa LaFayette, Field Director, National Development Council, Seattle, WA 
 
5:00 – 6:30 p.m.   Networking Reception                     Federal Room 



 
 

 
 
 
Friday, March 24 
8:00 a.m.    Networking Breakfast                      Federal Room 
 
9:00 – 10:00 a.m.   NADO Overview and Federal Legislative Update       Municipal/Superior 
• Joe McKinney, Executive Director, NADO, Washington, DC 
• Chris Fetzer, NADO President and Executive Director, NACOG, Flagstaff, AZ 
• Mirielle Burgoyne, Deputy Executive Director/Director of Government Relations, NADO, 

Washington, DC  
 

10:15 – 10:45 a.m.   NADO Research Foundation Overview & CEDS Resources 
• Laurie Thompson, Deputy Executive Director/Director, NADO Research Foundation, Washington, DC  
• Brett Schwartz, Associate Director, NADO Research Foundation, San Diego, CA  
• Ciara Ristig, Senior Program Manager, NADO Research Foundation, Santa Barbara, CA 
 
10:45 – 12:15 p.m.   EDD Community of Practice Presentations and Peer Networking 
• Alyce Brown, Executive Director, NCWEDD, Wenatchee, WA (equity) 
• Patty Hess, Executive Director, 3Core, Chico, CA (RLF, financing) 
• Jan Mason, Board Chair, Greater Portland EDD, Portland, OR (Board management) 
• Carrie Pipinich, Deputy Director of Economic Development, MCEDD, The Dalles, OR (CEDS) 
• Chris Fetzer, NADO President and Executive Director, NACOG, Flagstaff, AZ (transportation) 
• Christine Brandon, Executive Director, Western Nevada Development District, Carson City, NV 

(managing an EDD with a large geographic area) 
• Deb Smith, Regional Economic Planner and Dodd Snodgrass, Executive Director, Clearwater 

Economic Development Association, Lewiston, ID (tourism/recreation) 
• Robert Venables, Executive Director, Southeast Conference, Juneau, AK (partnerships) 
 
12:15 – 12:30 p.m.   Concluding Remarks 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The EDD CoP is made possible through an award from the U.S. Economic Development Administration, U.S. 
Department of Commerce (ED22HDQ3070106).  The statements, findings, conclusions, and recommendations are 

those of the participants, trainers, and authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Economic 
Development Administration or the U.S. Department of Commerce. 


