U.S. Department of Commerce
Economic Development Administration (EDA)
FY 2021 Appropriations Fact Sheet
ACTON NEEDED: NADO encourages members of Congress, especially those serving on the Senate and House
Appropriations Committees, to support funding for the U.S. Department of Commerce Economic Development
Administration (EDA) for fiscal year (FY) 2021 at an amount higher than or level with the congressionally approved FY 2020
funding level of $333 million.
BACKGROUND: Originally established in 1965, the EDA is the only federal government agency that is exclusively focused on
economic development. EDA works directly with communities and regions to help build locally driven, sustainable
economic development plans based on community needs. EDA invests in planning, technical assistance, industry-driven
workforce training, infrastructure, local capacity-building, business development financing, and community-driven projects
that help increase prosperity in economically distressed communities. EDA also makes investments in communities that
encourage innovation, entrepreneurship, and regional collaboration, all of which are key components of resilient
economies. In general, EDA funding helps communities leverage existing regional assets and implement economic
development strategies that make it easier for businesses to thrive. EDA investments also help communities experiencing
industry loss, plant closures, and/or economic distress to reposition themselves for economic recovery.
The following table details EDA appropriations levels for FY 2018, FY 2019, and FY 2020. This table also shows the
appropriations levels approved by the Senate and House Appropriations Committees for FY 2020.
Budget figures are in millions
Economic Development Administration
Total – Economic Development
Assistance Programs
Planning Grants
Public Works
Economic Adjustment Grants
Technical Assistance
Research and Evaluation
Trade Adjustment Assistance
Regional Innovation Program/Sec. 27
Assistance to Coal Mining Communities
Assistance to Nuclear Closure
Communities
STEM Apprenticeship Pilot Program
Salaries and Expenses

FY2018
Final
$301.5
$262.5

FY2019
Final
$304
$265

FY2020
House
$540
$498.3

FY2020
Senate
$319.5
$279.5

FY 2020
Final
$333
$292.5

FY2021
House
$356
$314

FY2021
Senate
$340
$299

$33
$117.5
$37
$9.5
$1.5
$13
$21
$30
-

$33
$117.5
$37
$9.5
$1.5
$13
$23.5
$30
-

$35
$250
$97
$12.75
$1.6
$15
$30
$35
$17

$33
$119.5
$37
$9.5
$1.5
$13
$31
$30
$5

$33
$118.5
$37
$9.5
$1.5
$13
$33
$30
$15

$33
$122
$40
$9.5
$1.5
$13.5
$35
$37
$18

$33.5
$118.5
$37
$10
$1.5
$13
$38.5
$30
$15

$39

$39

$5
$41.65

$40

$2
$40.5

$4.5
$42

$2
$41

Key Talking Points: FY 2021 EDA Appropriations
1. EDA investments promote high-quality jobs. EDA investments support science, technology, and
engineering sector jobs; advanced manufacturing; innovation and entrepreneurship; and emerging
industries. EDA also invests in industry-driven workforce training, apprenticeships, early-stage seed
funding, business incubators, and business development financing.
2. EDA funding supports economic recovery and durability. EDA investments are particularly important in
communities that have experienced the closure of a major employer, the decline of an important
industry, changes in workforce proficiency, and/or economic shocks or disruptions.
3. EDA invests in critical community infrastructure. EDA’s infrastructure investments target critical
community assets including water and wastewater systems, middle-mile broadband connectivity, and
other needed public works projects.
4. EDA funding decisions are data-driven and performance-based. EDA collects and analyzes performance
data to enhance program performance. EDA places particular emphasis on two important performance
goals: 1) infrastructure investments that promote private enterprise and job creation in economically
distressed communities; and 2) non-infrastructure investments that build community capacity to
achieve and sustain regional economic competitiveness and economic growth.1
5. EDA investments are based on regional strategic plans and locally identified priorities. EDA grants
support and are aligned with strategic plans called Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies
(CEDS), which are based on community input and regionally identified priorities. This helps ensure that
EDA projects have significant local support and are part of a broader regional strategy.
6. EDA grants promote increased prosperity in rural America. EDA funding is an essential source of
investment for rural communities that lack resources and face particularly significant barriers to
economic advancement.
7. EDA projects typically require local cost share and private sector investment. EDA ensures that local
businesses and community leaders are committed to project success by requiring matching funds.
8. EDA has a proven track record of success. Between FY 2012 and FY 2018, EDA invested over $1.9
billion in 4,710 projects that have helped communities and regions build the capacity for economic
development. These investments are responsible for creating an estimated 233,664 jobs, saving
488,442 jobs, and generating approximately $42 billion in private investment in communities
throughout the nation. 2

1

For more information on EDA’s performance goals, see https://www.eda.gov/performance/
For more information on EDA’s investments and outcomes, see https://www.eda.gov/performance/data-disclaimer/, download the
excel file, and then view the “estimated outcomes by state” tab
2

Senate and House Appropriations Committees – 116th Congress
U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee

U.S. House Appropriations Committee

Majority:

Majority:

Minority:

Nita M. Lowey (D-NY),Chairwoman
José E. Serrano (D-NY)+
Peter J. Visclosky (D-IN)
Marcy Kaptur (D-OH)*
Rosa L. DeLauro (D-CT)
David E. Price (D-NC)
Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-CA)
Sanford D. Bishop (D-GA)
Barbara Lee (D-CA)
Betty McCollum (D-MN)
Tim Ryan (D-OH)
C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger (D-MD)
Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL)
Henry Cuellar (D-TX)
Chellie Pingree (D-ME)
Mike Quigley (D-IL)
Derek Kilmer (D-WA)
Matt Cartwright (D-PA)*
Grace Meng (D-NY)*
Mark Pocan (D-WI)
Katherine M. Clark (D-MA)
Pete Aguilar (D-CA)
Lois Frankel (D-FL)
Cheri Bustos (D-IL)
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-NJ)
Brenda L. Lawrence (D-MI)*
Norma J. Torres (D-CA)
Charlie Crist (D-FL)*
Ann Kirkpatrick (D-AZ)
Ed Case (D-HI)*

Kay Granger (R-TX), Ranking Member
Robert B. Aderholt (R-AL)#
Harold Rogers (R-KY)
Michael K. Simpson (R-ID)
John R. Carter (R-TX)
Ken Calvert (R-CA)
Tom Cole (R-OK)
Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL)
Tom Graves (R-GA)*
Steve Womack (R-AR)
Jeff Fortenberry (R-NE)
Charles J. Fleischmann (R-TN)
Jaime Herrera Beutler (R-WA)
David P. Joyce (R-OH)
Andy Harris (R-MD)
Martha Roby (R-AL)*
Mark E. Amodei (R-NV)
Chris Stewart (R-UT)
Steven M. Palazzo (R-MS)*
Dan Newhouse (R-WA)
John R. Moolenaar (R-MI)
John H. Rutherford (R-FL)
Will Hurd (R-TX)

Richard Shelby (R-AL), Chairman
Jerry Moran (R-KS)+
Mitch McConnell (R-KY)
Lamar Alexander (R-TN)*
Susan Collins (R-ME)*
Lisa Murkowski (R-AK)*
Lindsey Graham (R-SC)*
Roy Blunt (R-MO)
John Hoeven (R-ND)
John Boozman (R-AR)*
Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV)*
James Lankford (R-OK)
Steve Daines (R-MT)
John Kennedy (R-LA)*
Marco Rubio (R-FL)*
Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-MS)

Minority:
Patrick Leahy (D-VT)*, Ranking Member
Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH)#
Patty Murray (D-WA)
Dianne Feinstein (D-CA)*
Richard Durbin (D-IL)
Jack Reed (D-RI)*
Jon Tester (D-MT)
Tom Udall (D-NM)
Jeff Merkley (D-OR)
Chris Coons (D-DE)*
Brian Schatz (D-HI)*
Tammy Baldwin (D-WI)
Chris Murphy (D-CT)
Joe Manchin (D-WV)*
Chris Van Hollen (D-MD)*
+ Indicates Chair of the U.S. Senate Commerce,
Justice, Science Appropriations Subcommittee
# Indicates Ranking Member of the U.S. Senate
Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations
Subcommittee
* Indicates Senator serves on the
U.S. Senate Commerce, Justice, Science
Appropriations Subcommittee

+ Indicates Chair of the U.S House Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations
Subcommittee
# Indicates Acting Ranking Member of the U.S House Commerce, Justice, Science
Appropriations Subcommittee
* Indicates Representative serves on the U.S. House Commerce, Justice, Science
Appropriations Subcommittee

