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The Times (And CEDS) Are A’Changin’!
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A New Era for the CEDS

From this...

Health Care and Sacial Assistance

Tab people’s i ith servi ith their daily
lives have become increasingly important professions. The demand for health care and social
assistance will continue to climb as the Baby Boomers move through the different stages of older
age. Demand may rise more rapidly in Alsbama than in other areas, as the siate has become an
increasingly attractive place for people to retire.

Jready has gained prominence in East Alabama, rising from being
the third largest in 1999 t0 the in 2007 It may be qui imme before
it overtakes manuficiuring, which has at least an 11,000 job lead; however, unlike manufacturing
ihis sector regi i ofempl d employees. East Alshama attracted

of the state’s new practitioners in these fields-good progress for s largely rural area. Small practices
with fewer than 20 employees predominate this sector. Jobs in these professions are not quite as
lucrative in East Alshama as they are in other parts of the state, and pay increases in the region have
‘ot kept pace with the statewide average. In 1999, medical and social service workers eamed 11%
less than the their counterparts throughout the state. That gap increased to 15% by 2007

All but one of East Alshama’s counties Figure 13,4 Change in Hoath Care/Sacial
gained employment in this sector between “Assisiance Employment 1
1999 and 2007 Calhoun snd Ftowsh

"Mt

of East Alsbama. Annision and
Gadsden are the two counties’ respective
central cities, and both draw clients from the
Jargely rural count The

y = El E
ospitals and social service agencies in e

Sylacauga (southem Talladega County) and ] E i T s ¥ i
s “ 333

Alexander City (northeast  Tallapoosa
County) draw clienis from neighboring
Coosa and Clay Counties, making them the e e b e
region’s. secondary medical and social

assistance centers Cleburne | mos
County experienced the largest e of | me ]
increase in medical and social service

practitioners. This spike may have oceurred
because Clebume County now adjoins the | =™
Atlants metropolitan area. Although Coosa | oo
County appears to have lost a signi

am
percentage of its medical and social serviee | oo |5 7 5 & ¢ My ¢ 8 7 5 ¢
providers, the reporting methodology makes IS EFSSEFESA|
this result uncentain. Coosa County had 94 | =™ =

* See Table 23 in Appendix D).

‘maore than SO nches of precipitation & year, while those in the south receive slightly more, around
during the ninets

common, reaching vear. The
one or two days per year. During the winter months the temperature drops below freezing an
average of 70 days. It drops to twenty of below only 7 to 9 days per year.

Geographic Features

Geographic features are major determinants of the physical potential of the area. These features
determine opportunities and constraints that shape land use patterns. They may also facilitate o
impose restrictions on the economic development of an area The East Alabama Region is an area
of distinet topographic contrast and is physically diverse and rich with natural resources. The
northem two-thirds of the region i characterized by the MOUMAINOUS terTain of the soithern
Appalachians, interspersed with broad, low-lying river valleys. The Coosa and Tallapoosa Rivers
flow southwest through this portion of the region, draining a large headwaters area in norihwestern
Georgia. The two rivers eventually converge in the Montgomery ares to form the Alshams River
‘The main mountain ridges separating these two rivers possess the highest elevations in Alabama.
‘The sumaits of Mount Cheaha, the State’s highest point, Dugger Mountsin, and Choccoloceo
Mountain are over 2,000 feet above mean sea level. The main mountainous ridges extending
theough Talladega, Calhoun, Cleburne, and Cherokee Counties constitute the heart of the Ridge and
Valley geographic province. Small portions of Etowah and Cherokee Counties north and west of
Lookout Mountain are located in the Cumberland Plateau geologic provinee The remaining
southeastern half of the region is characterized by the rolling plains of the Piedmont geologic
which extends cast into Georgia and south 1o the Fall Line, extending roughly from
Columbus, Georgia, to Montgomery.

‘There are two major resource arcas within the region. These are the Southern Appalachian Ridges
and Valleys area and the Southern Piedmont areaEach of these areas is characterized by similar
wopography, soils and land use. These characteristics have produced a distinct, recognizable land
form, which has advantages and disadvantages for land utilization

The Southem Appalachian Ridges and Valleys land resource area, which is found in northern
portions of the region, i also referred o a3 the Coosa Valley area. 1tis an ares of small and medium

o Foress ‘wide, gentlyrolling
valleys and steep, rough ridges, all extending in a northeast-southwesterly direction.

Elevation in the Ridges and Valleys area ranges from 507 foet 10 aver 2400 feet above mean sea
level Long, straight valleys and ridges influence transportation, agricubiure, streams and roads
Extensive d erosion i

The s L SOpercentof the region's laad area. The
area is characterized by gently rolling topography interspersed with steep hilly areas. Toward the
‘north, the topography becomes rougher with some mountainous ponions of the area having local

elief of baut 1,000 feet. The Piedmaont area was once general farmland used primarily for cotton
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A New Era for the CEDS

From this... o ...to this!
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A New Era for the CEDS

From this... ...To this!

The capital The definition

@ Individual The existing stock of skills, understanding, physical health and mental wellness
in a region’s people.

COUNT

ol Intellectual The existing stock of knowledge, resourcefulness, creativity and innovation in a
- region’s people, institutions, organizations and sectors.
o0
&M social The existing stock of trust, relationships and networks in a region’s population.
A Cultural The existing stock of traditions, customs, ways of doing, and world views in a
-w region’s population.
‘ Natural The existing stock of natural resources—for example, water, land, air, plants
and animals—in a region’s places.
(‘A’) Built The existing stock of constructed infrastructure—for example, buildings, sewer
systems, broadband, roads—in a region’s places.
Credit: countingjobs.com.au
“, Political The existing stock of goodwill, influence and power that people, organizations
" [ and institutions in the region can exercise in decision-making.
) ) e existing stock of monetary resources available in the region for investmen
i Th ting stock of t lable in th f tment
Js] Financial

in the region.

Credit: Wealthworks.org



A New Era for the CEDS

From this... ...to this!
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The Most Effective CEDS Are:

Creative
Engaging
Driven by data
Storytellers
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Stronger CEDS, StrongQr Peglons

- CEDS Resource & Tralnlng Archlve

www.CEDSCentral.com
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