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Our goal is to help reduce and eliminate misuse and 
abuse of all drugs and to prevent addiction and 

deaths from opioid drugs in Ohio.
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State Rank in the Age-adjusted Rate of Unintentional 
Drug Overdose Deaths, Ohio, 2000 - 2015
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Unintentional overdose deaths in Ohio 

2012 = 1,914 (36% from heroin/ 3% from Fentanyl)

2013 = 2,110 (46% from heroin/ 3% from Fentanyl)

2014 = 2,482 (47% from heroin/ 20% from Fentanyl)

2015 = 3,050 (46% from heroin/ 36% from Fentanyl)

*2016 = 4,159 (36% from heroin/ 58% from Fentanyl )

3/27/2018 Data is preliminary
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The Perfect Storm:

FDA

Marketing by Purdue Pharma

Press Ganey

Level of Prescribing

Policy Making



NPR Series: Unfit for Work: The startling rise of disability in America 3/13
Data from Social Security Administration

Back and Other 
Musculoskeletal Problems 33.8%

Back and Other 
Musculoskeletal Problems 8.3%

http://apps.npr.org/unfit-for-work/

1961 2011
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Sources: 1. Ohio Vital Statistics; 2. DEA, ARCOS Reports, Retail Drug Summary Reports by State, Cumulative Distribution Reports (Report 4) Ohio, 1997-2011  
http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/arcos/retail_drug_summary/index.html; 3. Calculation of oral morp

Opioid analgesic grams dristributed

Distribution Rates of Prescription Opioids in Grams per 100,000 
population, Ohio, 1997-20111-3

Opioid analgesic grams distributed

11



12

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

70,000

80,000

90,000

100,000

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

U
n

in
te

n
ti

o
n

al
 d

ru
g 

o
ve

rd
o

se
 d

e
at

h
 r

at
e

 p
e

r 
1

0
0

,0
0

0
 

p
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n

4

O
p

io
id

 d
is

tr
ib

u
ti

o
n

 in
 G

ra
m

s 
p

e
r 

1
0

0
,0

0
0

 p
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n

4

Sources: 1. Ohio Vital Statistics; 2. DEA, ARCOS Reports, Retail Drug Summary Reports by State, Cumulative Distribution Reports (Report 4) Ohio, 1997-2011  
http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/arcos/retail_drug_summary/index.html; 3. Calculation of oral morp

Opioid analgesic grams dristributed

Unintentional drug overdose death rate

Unintentional Drug Overdoses & Distribution Rates of Prescription 
Opioids in Grams per 100,000 population, 

Ohio, 1997-20111-3
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Frequently late or absent from work Compulsive behaviors
Lack of motivation or energy I Inability to concentrate, lack of focus
Increased secrecy Increased smoking
Irritable and fits of anger Not meeting social or family obligations
Mistakes being made or forgetfulness Anxiety and inpatient: awaiting phone calls

Physical appearance changes as though there is no interest in presentation

Changes in attitude and behavior; isolated
Change in routine
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Aluminum Foil/Tin Foil balls Vent screws missing
Burnt spoons Folded receipts or lottery papers
Broken pens and cut straws Q-tip running out quickly
Cut Cigarette filters Small plastic bag corners ties up
Stolen credit cards or lots of credit cards Disguised heroin kits
Plastic bottle caps Blood stains on bedding and clothes
Burn marks in the carpet in the car or house Black smudge marks on the wall from the fingers
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Long sleeves in warm weather Pale
Fever Sudden loss of hair 
Constricted pupils Vomiting 
Sores are on arms, legs, neck Itching, scratching, bruises
Blackened fingers Loss of appetite
Raspy Voice Drowsiness
Slurred speech Needle marks
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If one in five Americans reports having a family member addicted to painkillers, 

then chances are your place of employment has an employee that is addicted.

• Absenteeism increases costing American employers $1.1 billion per 
year.

• Healthcare costs related to addiction indicate that private health 
insurance claims related to opioid dependence soared by 3,204% 
from 2007-2014.

• Turnover results in having to pay to hire and train a new employee 
which also causes slower productivity.
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• “Start Talking!” “KnowTips”

• Medicaid Expansion

• Recovery Requires a Community, (Housing)

• Interdiction that Includes Treatment:  Quick Response Teams:
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• Prescribing Protocols Guidelines for prescribers in EDs, chronic care facilities and 
treatment and acute care settings

• Ohio Automated RX Reporting System Prescription Drug Monitoring Program

• Opioid Action Guideline

• Epi-Alerts from the Ohio Department of Health

• Social marketing campaign geared towards prescribers, caregivers and patients.
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• Addiction Treatment Program:
Drug courts in 21 counties (39 courts) that have funding to support 
Medication Assisted Treatment

• Maternal Opiate Medical Support, MOMS
A systemic change in addressing pregnant moms that struggle with opioid use.  
It involves wrap around services with detailed algorithms for the team 
to assist mom in her recovery and the delivery of a healthy baby.
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• Increase access to Medication Assisted Treatment

• Provide recovery support services through peer support specialists, 
access to recovery housing, and recovery support services

• Provide services to families that are comprehensive and focus on 
both the caregiver(s) and the children

• Increase judicial oversight with specialized court docket programs

• Collaborate with all systems; the local health department, 
educational service centers, Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health Boards 
and law enforcement

• Establish programming and infrastructure that looks at 
short-term and long-term goals.

3/27/2018



3/27/2018

• Naloxone Access:
$750,000 allocated to local health departments to provide to 
first responders that do not otherwise carry the 
medication.

• Passed HB 4 making Naloxone available for purchase over the 
counter.
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• Over a million Ohioans are currently or have previously 
experienced a substance use disorder

• Addiction is a chronic, bio-behavioral disease that requires 
chronic bio-behavioral treatment

• Successful treatment addresses the biological, and social 
aspects of the disease in a comprehensive manner and 
generally requires both non-medication and medication 
treatments

• Recovery is not only possible, it is likely in motivated 
patients receiving appropriate and consistent 
treatment3/27/2018



Andrea Boxill, MA, LCDCII
Deputy Director

Governor’s Cabinet Opiate Action Team
OhioMHAS

Andrea.Boxill@mha.ohio.gov
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