
NADO – Denver 2014 



Who we are 



History of the  

Regional Small Business Center 



Partnerships 

Griggs-Steele 

Empowerment Zone 

City & 
County 

Governments 

Local EDCs & JDAs 



Hope Pasta Plant 



Needs in ND 

 Housing 

 

 

 

 

 

 Child Care 

 WORKFORCE 



Workforce 

In 2013 – 22,000 jobs were 

filled in ND 

Today 23,501 job openings 

still exist 

July unemployment rate – 

2.7% 



Workforce 

 Teachers in Industry  



Workforce 

 Education That Works 



Entrepreneurial Center 

Technology Based 

Entrepreneurship Grants 



Fargo 



 “Five Things Fargo Can Teach You About 

Community”-Forbes 

”Fargo reinvents itself as magnet for creative types, entrepreneurs”-Star Tribune 

"Fargo: No Longer Far-gone“- 

World Mag 

"Hawaii's not the happiest anymore: Guess which state is on top?“-Mother 

Nature Network (ND tops the list) 

"Fargo Named the Best Small Place for Business Careers in the U.S.“-

Valley News Live 

Great Press 



What’s next 

 Find a way for our other 5 counties to 

capitalize on the entrepreneurial 

excitement originating in Fargo 

 Expand our services with New 

Americans and assist with business 

development in that sector 

 Continue to support our partner’s 

initiatives  

 Be ready to adapt 



Thank You! 

 

Amber Schaan 

Lake Agassiz Development Group 

amber@lakeagassiz.com 

701.235.1197 


