Att: Farm Bill
June 6,2012
Dear Senator,

Creating jobs in rural America and ensuring the success of the next generation of farmers are
national priorities. Earlier this spring, the Senate Agriculture Committee passed the bipartisan
Agriculture Reform, Food and Jobs Actof 2012. We applaud Chairwoman Stabenow, Ranking
Member Roberts, and members of the Committee for moving ahead with reauthorizing this wide-
ranging and critical piece of legislation. While the Committee-passed bill takes modest steps to
fulfill these priorities, the bill fails to make an adequate investment in rural economic development
and in the next generation of farmers.

One of the proven job-creating titles of the farm bill is the Rural Development title, which
authorizes essential grants and loan programs targeted at leveraging local initiatives to spur growth
and opportunity in rural areas. Since 1996, Congress has provided an average of $413 million per
farm bill for the Rural Development title, while the new bill as reported by the Committee includes
no funding at all.

Weurge you to correct this deficiency by providing robust funding for the following successful
Rural Development programs: Value-Added Producer Grants, Rural Microentrepreneur Assistance
Program, Rural Energy Savings Program, and Water/Wastewater Backlog.

In addition to investing in the future of rural America, we must invest in the future of American
agriculture. The average age of an American agricultural producer today is 57, and if we let current
trends go unchecked, that number will only increase. Providing training and technical assistance to
the next generation of farmers can help buck the trend and ensure future food security.

The Committee-passed bill falls far short of maintaining current investment in the training tools that
new and diverse farmers need to succeed. We urge you to provide robust mandatory funding for the
Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program and Outreach and Assistance for Socially
Disadvantaged Farmers and Ranchers Program (Section 2501).

We recognize the severity of our nation’s fiscal situation. During the Committee markup, it was
unclear without a Congressional Budget Office score whether there was funding available for these
programs, and Senators agreed to continue the conversation about funding these key priorities before
the floor debate. The final CBO score indicates that the Senate Agriculture Committee exceeded its
commitment of $23 billion in savings. Weurge you to take advantage of this important opportunity
to reinstate mandatory rural development funding and to improve investments in the future of
American agriculture and rural communities.

Thank you for your attention to these important matters. We strongly encourage you to reach out to
and work with Senator Brown of Ohio and other interested colleagues prior to the floor farm bill
debate. These Senators are working on an amendment to fund these priorities.



By ensuring continued investments in rural economic development and in the next generation of
farmers, we can ensure that the Farm Bill is a “jobs” bill that underpins and enables economic
growth in rural communities throughout America. We look forward to working together on this
important matter for American agriculture and America’s rural communities.

Sincerely,
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